LISTER   AND   HIS   DISCIPLES
ing Compound Fractures/5 He described eleven cases, with nine
recoveries of life and limb, one amputation, and one death.
He stated that by the use of his method blood clotted instead
of liquefying and becoming putrid, remained intact, and
ultimately became organized- A year later he wrote in the
British Medical Journal, " On the Antiseptic System of Treat-
ment in Surgery,5' declaring his preference for carbolic acid and
describing his methods.
Lister Returns to Edinburgh
In 1869 Professor Syme was smitten with paralysis, from
which he died a year later, and Lister succeeded him in the
Chair of Clinical Surgery at Edinburgh. In Edinburgh Lister
continued his investigations, and it was at this time that he
introduced the spray. He confirmed Pasteur's findings by keeping
boiled urine in flasks, open to the air but with necks drawn out
and twisted, so that dust could not enter, and noting that the
fluid remained clear (Plate LXIV). These famous flasks were used
to illustrate his lectures, being conveyed to various medical
meetings in London and elsewhere by Lister and his wife, nursed
carefully on their knees in cabs and railway carriages. From
Edinburgh Lister corresponded with Pasteur, and thus commenced
a life-long friendship between two scientists, each of whom had
a high personal regard for the other.
Lister's scrupulous attention to detail is exemplified by his
recommendation of black safety pins for securing bandages, as
they are more easily seen, and he further notes that they should
be inserted parallel to the line of strain. The sinus forceps and
the probe-pointed scissors which he invented are still used in
every hospital. No detail of treatment escaped his supervision.
Two of his favourite aphorisms were : " Success depends upon
attention to detail," and cc There is only one rule of practice:
put yourself in the patient's place."
In addition to his work on antiseptics, Lister introduced the
catgut ligature, and showed how it might be rendered safe by
storing it in carbolized oil. He also popularized the rubber
drainage tube, which had been introduced by Chassaignac a few
years earlier. The first occasion on which he used it was in 1871.
The case was one of abscess of the axilla, and the patient was
Queen Victoria. Lister went to Balmoral to open the abscess,
while Sir William Jenner, who was also in attendance, worked
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